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OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 

PURPOSE

 To experience how unexpected events impact personal finances 
(This can be a good beginning to understanding personal finance concepts as developed in REAL 
MONEY SENSE, K-8 REAL component #2)

MATERIALS

 Opportunity Knocks cards (select or write appropriate cards for your age group) 
 REAL Bucks 

TIME

 This can be done as a daily exercise for a week or up to a month. After initially understanding the 
process it should take 5-10 minutes daily. 

PROCEDURE

1. Give older students $75-100 in REAL Bucks (younger students might be reduced to $20-25.) 

2. Designate a “money exchange officer” person to do transactions that basically involves collecting 
money or distributing money depending on the Opportunity Card drawn. 

3. Explain that Dr. Paul DeLargy, the Father of REAL, has given the school some REAL Bucks. You, the 
teacher, choose to share this wealth with your students as X amount per student. 

4. Explain that just as there is “sunshine” in our life there is also some “rain.” No one knows how much 
of it will come at one time. Life is like that!  

5. Explain that each day (or whatever time interval is decided upon) students will select or be given an 
Opportunity Knocks card.  It will indicate how much to pay or receive. Each student must abide by the 
directives on Opportunity Knocks card. (There are two versions of cards for different age groups but 
teachers should feel free to develop their own “cards” tailored to their classroom.) 

6. Opportunity Knocks should take place in a designated time period established by the teachers and 
not interrupt the daily instruction. 

7. Initially, the students might read their card but since these will be recycled each day, the cards can be 
tapered off when the teacher feels this is appropriate. 

8. Remind students that life is not always fair!  Each day people have to deal with “opportunities” that 
they did not plan for and may be sunshine to their life or feel like a bad rain! 

9. When the time period for this Opportunity Knocks activity lapses, debrief with students.  

 How did you feel drawing (or being given) Opportunity Knocks card each time? 
 Did you consider some “luckier” than others?  Why? Is this part of real life? 
 Did you feel a lost of control over the money you had? If so, how would you deal with 

opportunities in the future? 
 What can be learned from this activity that is relative to "real life"? 
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3-D COMMUNITIES 

PURPOSE

 To consider the process by which communities evolve. 

MATERIALS

Each group needs the following: 

 Cardboard 
 Masking tape 
 Markers 
 Rulers 
 Existing maps for reference 

TIME

 Developed over time using class segments 

PROCEDURE

1. Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4. 

2. Ask groups to study existing maps of their community and select 5 to 10 buildings or structures that 
are significant to the life of the community.  Examples:  Courthouse, school, city hall. 

3. Have one group build 3-D structures showing how the community looked 100 years ago. 

Have another group make 3-D structures of the way the community looks now. 

Have the third group add 3-D structures to show how the community may look in 100 years. 

4. When complete, have each group present their model to the class and explain why they placed the 
structures where they are.  Was it because of usage, transportation, topography, etc? 

REFLECTION 

 How did your group choose the structures to create in 3-D? 
 What did you enjoy or find challenging about building models? 
 How are the 3-D models alike? 
 How do they differ? 
 Why have the changes occurred? 

EXTENSION

Before this activity, take the class on a walking tour of a central area of the community. 

 Visit a senior citizens’ home and interview older, local residents about their memories of the 
community. 

 Visit the local historical society or invite a speaker from the society to speak about the origins of the 
community. 

 Encourage parental input on origins.


