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GEORGIA #1 ENTREPRENEURSHIP STATE? 
Bob Smith has served in the Georgia 

House of Representatives since 1998 

and has a passion for supporting 

entrepreneurship. His resolution, 

House Resolution 165, has recently 

passed to make “Georgia number one 

destination for entrepreneurship 

nationally”.  

Previous to Representative Smith’s 

resolution, Governor Perdue formed 

the Georgia Network for Small 

Business and Entrepreneurship. The  

network included all of the Georgia 

state agencies. These agencies were 

charged with the obligation to 

develop their plan for supporting 

entrepreneurship statewide.  

One network agency, the Department 

of Economic Development 

implemented the Entrepreneurship 

Friendly project. This project involved 

129 of Georgia’s 159 counties going 

through a process to become 

certified as ‘Entrepreneurship 

Friendly’. 

GEORGIA PRESENTERS AT NATIONAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP FORUM  

Representatives from several of 

Georgia’s selected Entrepreneurship 

Friendly counties will make 

presentations at the Consortium for 

Entrepreneurship Education Forum on 

November 6-10, 2009 in Norfolk, VA, 

including:  

Bob Smith, member of Georgia House 

of Representatives with a passion for 

entrepreneurship, will be keynote 

speaker. 

Peter Rajecki, former Georgia Bulldog 

place kicker and entrepreneur, will 

make a motivational presentation. 

Additional presentations include the 

following: 

Connie Bragg of the Bradwell Institute 

in Hinesville, GA, A Major County 

Entrepreneurship Effort   

Kelly Bramlett and Stephanie Barber   

of  Kennesaw Mountain High School - 

Home of the Mountain Top Café, a 

School Based Enterprise  

Paul DeLargy, CEO of Georgia REAL 

Enterprises in Athens, GA – It Takes 

Leadership & Motivation at All Levels  

Barbara Gaertig of Barnett Shoals 

Elementary School in Clarke County, 

GA – How Entrepreneurship Can Help 

Students with Autism  

Mary Ellen McClanahan, Director of 

Community and External Alliance of the 

Georgia Department of Economic 

Development – Georgia’s County by 

County Entrepreneurship Initiative 

Julia Menefiled of East Athens 

Development Center in Athens, GA – 

Create Your Own Job and Jobs for 

Others  

Thomas Randolph and Matt Jelley of 

Dade County Middle School in  

Trenton, GA – Project Synergy – Total 

Community Entrepreneurship 

Involvement at a Middle School Level 

Sheri Smith of Riverwood Charter 

International School in Fulton County, 

GA – International Entrepreneurship 

Camp & Our Special School Focus 

Representative Bob Smith  



 

  

GEORGIA HOSTS INTERNATIONAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP CAMP 

Students from Riverwood 

International Charter School took part 

in the Second Annual International 

Leadership Summit for future 

entrepreneurs on Sept. 24-27, 2009, 

in Toccoa, Georgia.  Last year’s camp 

took place in Balestrand, Norway, and 

Riverwood was excited to serve as 

hosts to this year’s camp in the United 

States.  The camp is designed to assist 

students in the development and 

implementation of the principles of 

global economics.  Students from 

Riverwood were able to meet other 

student leaders from Norway and 

Denmark as they took part in this four 

day hands-on learning experience 

exploring the importance of 

entrepreneurship around the world.   

Activities included meeting with the 

community planning and downtown 

development director from Toccoa, 

Ms. Connie Tabor, where the students 

were able to gain insight as to how 

important it is that communities have 

an economic development plan. 

 

 

 

 

The camp participants were also given 

an opportunity to explore the 

business plan process by working 

collectively on an international 

business project.  

Families from Riverwood High School 

hosted the exchange students on  

 

 

 

Sunday evening and the exchange 

students also had an opportunity to 

experience classes at Riverwood as 

they took part in a shadowing 

opportunity.     
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Danish and Norwegian students and teachers pose for a picture 

outside of the conference center for the International Camp 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP BUMPER STICKERS NOW AVAILABLE  

 

 

 

To receive bumper stickers, email paul@gareal.org 

 

To receive bumper stickers, email lauren@gareal.org 

 

 

Entrepreneurs Rule 
The Entrepreneurs of Tomorrow are in Our Schools  

Today! 
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